Government of Iran


In 1979, the Islamic, or Iranian revolution, overthrew the monarchy that had ruled Iran for centuries.   The Shah (king), who had been the monarch, had made Iran into a modern, less religious society.  Ayatollah Khomeini, who became Iran’s new leader, set up a religious dictatorship.  

Iran’s government is an Islamic republic or a republic based on Islam.  The government follows strict Islamic law or Shariah.  Iran can also be called a theocratic republic because the government is based on religious principle and the wishes of its people.  
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An elected president serves as the chief executive of the country.  He must be approved by a special council before running for office.  The council makes sure that the presidential candidate is devoted to the principles of Iran’s Islamic revolution.  
The president can serve two terms of four years each. According to the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran the president is responsible for the "functions of the executive", such as signing treaties, agreements etc. with other countries and international organizations; the national planning and budget and state employment affairs; appointing ministers, governors, and ambassadors subject to the approval of the parliament.  

Unlike many other countries, in Iran the president does not have full control over foreign policy, the armed forces, or the nuclear policy of the Iranian state, which are under the control of the Supreme Leader.  The current president of Iran is Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. He is a controversial figure both within Iran and internationally. He has been criticized domestically for his economic lapses and disregard for human rights. His re-election in 2009 was widely disputed and caused widespread protests domestically and drew significant international criticism.  Major opposition parties, traditional clerical circles and influential Iranian politicians questioned the legitimacy of his presidency.

Ahmadinejad is an outspoken critic of the United States, Israel, and United Kingdom.  He abides by Iran's long-standing policy of refusing to recognize Israel as a legitimate nation or as representative of the region's population. He advocates "free elections" for the region, and believes Palestinians need a stronger voice in the region's future. He has been characterized in much of the West by a particular comment he made in 2005 which was initially translated as calling for the "occupying regime" (taken to mean Israel) to be "wiped off the map." He has also been accused of describing the Holocaust as a myth and of making statements influenced by classic anti-Semitic ideas, which has led to accusations of anti-Semitism,  though he has rejected accusations of anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial, saying that he "respects Jews very much" and that he was not "passing judgment" on the Holocaust, consistently refocusing the debate onto the plight of the Palestinians which Ahmadinejad insists is the immediate global issue. 
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The head of state of Iran is the Supreme Leader, or the  Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,.and is more powerful than the president of Iran. The Supreme Leader is always an ayatollah, or recognized religious authority.   He is responsible for policies, and acts as commander and chief of the military.  He appoints the heads of many powerful posts such as the chief judge, the chief prosecutor, special tribunals and, with the help of the chief judge, the 12 jurists of the Guardian Council – the powerful body that decides both what bills may become law and who may run for president or parliament. 

  The Supreme Leader also has the final say over many of the president’s decisions.  The Supreme Leader, who is head of the ayatollahs, has unlimited power.
The Supreme Leader is chosen by the Assembly of Experts, and he holds the position for life.  The Assembly of Experts consists of 86 religious scholars.  They have the power to remove the Supreme Leader.
The Iranian people elect the Assembly of the Experts and the president by popular vote.  Citizens fifteen and older can vote for the 290 members of the Assembly.  

The government of Iran has a parliament.  Both men and women serve in Iran’s Parliament.  This legislative branch rules on matters brought before it by the president. 
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Objective:
 I will be able to analyze the differences between the Government of Iran and the US.

Essential Question:  “Why would you like/dislike about living in a government like Iran’s?”

1.  What is the leader of Iran known as? ________________________________________________________
2.  Iran has a __________________ type of government. 
3.  Iran is a ___________________ form of government. Meaning that the leaders______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  What is the citizens’ participation in the Iranian Government? ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  What is the name of the president of Iran? _____________________________Why is he so controversial? 

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What is the system of government for Iran?___________________________________________________

7. What is the structure of the Iranian Government?  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What is the title and name of the Iranian leader? _______________________________________________
Map Review: Place number on proper location on map.               Vocabulary: Define the following

                                                                               1. Shariah: _______________________________________
1. Kuwait                                                                ________________________________________________


2.  Afghanistan

3. Israel                                                                  2. Ayatollah: _____________________________________
4. Iran                                                                     ________________________________________________
5. Red Sea                                                            

                                                                              3. Islamic Republic:________________________________
                                                                              _________________________________________________
Essential Question:  Answer our new essential question in the space below.  Use complete sentences.
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
