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Government of Saudi Arabia 
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Objective: I will be able to analyze the differences between the Government of Saudi Arabia and the US.

Essential Question How would you compare/contrast living in a government like Saudi Arabia’s to the United States?
1.  What type of government does Saudi Arabia have? ___________________________________________

2.  The name and title of Saudi Arabia’s leader is ________________________________________________.
3.  Saudi Arabia is a ___________________ form of government. Meaning that the leaders_______________
________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is the citizens’ participation in the Saudi Arabia Government? ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  What is the name of the Saudi legislator?_____________________________ 

6.  What  makes it so much different from the US legislator? ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the system of government for Saudi Arabia?____________________________________________
7. What is the structure of the Saudi Government?  ______________________________________________

8. What country is Saudi Arabia at war with? __________________Since when? _________________
Map Review: Place number on proper location on map.               Vocabulary: Define the following
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                                                                               1. Quran: _______________________________________
1. Arabian Sea                                                        ________________________________________________


2. Turkey
3. Sinai Peninsula                                                       2. Wahhabism: __________________________________
4. Iraq                                                                     ________________________________________________
5. Mediterranean Sea                                                            

                                                                              3. Mutawwa'in: ___________________________________

                                                                              _________________________________________________
Essential Question:  Answer our new essential question in the space below.  Use complete sentences.

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

The largest country on the Arabian Peninsula, Saudi Arabia has the most influence in the region.  Saudi Arabia is a monarchy.  It is one of the few absolute monarchies in the world.  The king is both head of state and the head of government, but where decisions are to a large extent made on the basis of consultation among the senior princes, with the King functioning as the ultimate arbiter. The Basic Law adopted in 1992 declared that Saudi Arabia is a monarchy ruled by the male descendants of King Abd Al Aziz Al Saud, Members of the Saud family have ruled Saudi Arabia since 1932.  Most government officials are relatives of the king.  The king may ask members of his family, Islamic scholars, and tribal leaders for advice on decisions. The kingdom is divided into 13 provinces governed by princes or close relatives of the royal family. All governors are appointed by the King.
Saudi Arabia is an Islamic country with the Koran (Quran) and other Muslim teachings forming the basis for its government and its laws. The Qur'an is the constitution of the country,  This means that the government of Saudi Arabia is governed by Islamic Shariah (Shari’a) Law.  which is governed on the basis of Islamic law (Shari'a).  Saudi Arabia has little formal criminal code, and instead criminal laws largely come out through the kingdom's adherence to a conservative form of Sunni Islam commonly known as Wahhabism and the desire of the royal family to prevent any type of political opposition. The kingdom does have an extensive civil and commercial code, mainly to encourage economic development and foreign investment.

The Council of Ministers serves as the king’s advisors and helps carry out public policy.  It also passes national legislation.  Its decrees, though, must be ratified by the king.   The head of state is not elected.  Saudi kings are both heads of state and heads of government.  The king has a cabinet called the Council of Ministers.  The Council mostly consists of members of the royal family.  

The Saudi legislature is called the Consultative Council.  There are 120 members of the Council.  There is also a Council chairman.  The king chooses two-thirds of the members of the Council.  Council members serve four year terms.  
In 2004, the Saudi government began allowing men who are 21 and older to vote for half of their local officials.  Men can also vote for one-third of the members of the Consultative Council (the Saudi legislature).  Women cannot vote. Saudi Municipal elections took place in 2005 and some commentators saw this as a first tentative step towards the introduction of democratic processes in the Kingdom, including the legalization of political parties. Mildly Islamist candidates, often businessmen, had the best showing, but obtained little real power. In 2009, promised new elections and hopes for female voting rights in them were postponed for at least two years.
Saudi Arabia does not permit religious freedom and bans all visible forms of non-Muslim worship. Non-Muslims, as well as Muslims who do not adhere to the Sunni Islam, are advised by Mutawwa'in (the religious police) for acts considered offensive to state ideology. Citizenship is restricted to Muslims, but non-Muslims are allowed in many jobs across the country. However, Jewish people or persons with evidence of travel to Israel in their passport are not permitted to enter the kingdom.  The country has been in a state of war with Israel since May 15, 1948, the day after Israel declared its independence.
