UNIT 2 STUDY GUIDE – Religions and History of the Middle East
Section 1  – Cultures of the Middle East

Vocabulary:  ethnic group, religious group, Arabs, Persians, Kurds, Arabic

1. Explain the differences between an ethnic group and a religious group.

2. Be able to describe where each ethnic group (Arabs, Persians, Kurds) is located, what language most people in each ethnic group speak, and which religion most practice in each group. 

3. Why do the Kurds want their independence?

Section 2 – Religions of the Middle East

Vocabulary: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Abraham, Torah, Canaan, Synagogue, Sabbath, Kosher, Rabbi, monotheistic, Messiah, Diaspora, Jesus, Church, New Testament, Muhammad, Mecca, Allah, Sunni, Shi’a, Five Pillars of Islam, Mosque, Hebrews
Section 3 – History

Vocabulary – Ottoman Empire, Partition, Holocaust, Gaza Strip, Anti-Semitism, Zionism, Diaspora, Taliban, Al-Qaeda, Ottoman Empire, Constantinople, Refugee, Palestine, United Nations, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, West Bank, Invasion of Afghanistan, Operation Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, OPEC
1. What was the religion of the Ottoman Empire?  Where was the Ottoman Empire located?

2. Who drew the boundaries of the countries after the Ottoman Empire ended? 

3. Why was Israel established?  When was it established?  Who established it? 

4. Who ruled Palestine just before Israel gained its independence?

5. Why was the modern state of Israel established at the end of WWII?

6. What occurred the day after Israel declared their independence?

7. What areas of land did Israel gain in their victory of the Six Day War?

8. How does religion contribute to the conflicts in the region?

9. What leaders were involved in the Camp David Accord?

10. What happened during the Camp David Accord?

11. What country did the US send troops help free in 1990-91? What country did the US invade in response to the 9-11 attack?

12. What group was responsible for the 9-11 attack and who is the leader? 

13. How did the establishment of Israel affect the people living there?

14.  How did European partitioning of the region at the collapse of the Ottoman Empire lead to conflict in the region?

15. Why are the Tigris & Euphrates Rivers so important to the region and a constant source of conflict for the region?
16. Why did the US become involved in Afghanistan? What has happened? Why are we still there? 
Long Answer Questions – Be ready to answer each question in at least 5 sentences. Make sure you answer all parts! 
Essays – write a minimum of 5 sentences for each essay!
1. Explain the differences between Sunni and Shi'a Muslims. Which group has a larger following? Where are the groups located in the Middle East? 

2. Explain the historical reasons for the establishment of Israel in 1948. Include the Jewish religious connections to the land, Holocaust, Anti-Semitism, and Zionism in your answer. 

3. What are the similarities and differences of the main religions of the Middle East? Include at least three similarities between all three religions, and three ways each religion is different from the other two in your response. 

4. Explain US presence and interest in the Persian Gulf War of 1990-91 and the invasion of Iraq in 2003. Include in your essay why each war started, what was the US role in the war, and what was the outcome or the current situation.

