Unit 3 Assessment Study Guide (with Answers)
1.  What is a unitary form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

A Unitary form of government is a form of government in which all the powers of the government are held by a single unit, person, or agency. They do not share or split this power with other state or local governments.  A unitary government gets its officials based on the constitution of that particular country. Saudi Arabia is an example of a unitary type of government. 
2. What is a confederation form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

A confederation type of government is one in which the states, provinces, or territories of the land or country maintain supreme authority over all matters except those delegated to the central government.  The central or national government has limited power.  The leaders of a confederation type government are sometimes elected, sometimes it’s hereditary, and sometimes it’s by force. It depends on the country and area. United Arab Emirates is an example of this type of government. 
3. What is an autocratic form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

An autocratic form of government is a government ruled by one person who has absolute, unlimited power, usually a tyrant or oppressor who typically has military support. Similar to a totalitarian, monarch, or dictatorship. 
The leader of an Autocratic form of government is not chosen, they are either a monarch (hereditary) or a Dictator (someone who gains power by force) Syria has an Autocratic form of government. 

4.  What is an Oligarchic form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

An Oligarchic form of government is a government ruled by a few, usually a small faction or people or families, typically the most powerful because of wealth, military strength, ruthlessness, or political influence.
There is no “single” leader in an Oligarchic form of government because a very small segment of people are the rulers. The rights of the citizen are non-existent unless they are related to or friendly with the segment of people controlling the country. Afghanistan under the leadership of the Taliban was an example of an Oligarchic type of government.
5.  What is a truly democratic form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

A truly democratic form of government is one in which all citizens have equal power in decision making.  They all get to vote.  There is no country in the Middle East with this form of government.  There is no true leader or representatives because all citizens have a say.  People’s rights are very well protected.
6.  What is a democratically elected form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

A republic, or democratically elected form of government is one in which a person is appointed to public office by voting. The ultimate power lies in the hands of those citizens that have the right to vote. The leader is chosen by election.  The citizens have many rights because the representative must work to keep the people happy.
7. What is a Theocracy of an Islamic Republic form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

Theocracy is a specific government system where law is based on religious doctrine, like the Quran or Bible, and the power is exercised by the clergy. 
The leaders in this type of government are not elected nor do they have absolute power as they are also subject to the same religious laws as the countries people.  

Iran is an example of this type of government. The supreme religious leader, the Ayatollah, has more power than the president of the country has.  The people have the same rights as we Americans have as long as they do not violate Islamic Law.
8.  What is a Monarchy form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

A monarchy is a form of government in which the authority figure is a single person who’s right to rule is generally hereditary and who is empowered to remain in office for life. The leader in a monarchy is not chosen, they are born into the family blood line.  The power of the monarchy may be absolute or limited by a constitution, religious doctrine, or customs. Saudi Arabia is an example of a monarchy ruled by a religious doctrine.  Citizens have none to very few rights.
9. What is a Parliamentary Democracy form of government? How is the leader chosen, and what are the rights of the citizen like? What Southwest Asian countries have this form of government?

A parliamentary democracy type of government is one in which the power is held by an elected parliament representing the people. It consists of a legislative, executive, and judicial branch.  This type of system is based on separation of power where each branch balances out the power of the other branches.  In Israel, the legislative branch (Knesset) is chosen by the people, they in turn elect the leaders in the executive branch, who in turn decide who’s in the judicial branch. A citizen has every right to vote into the Knesset whomever the majority chooses. Israel has this type of government.  Citizens enjoy many rights.
